ANGEL TREE AND OPERATION SANTA CLAUS

Submitted by Chapter 7 (Charlotte, North Carolina)/Region 4
We start our Christmas planning event in the August – September timeframe each year.  Children for our Angel Tree come from different groups as decided on by the Chapter members and board.  At our monthly meeting in August we ask for members to recommend to the board by the September meeting a group they would like to adopt for the Angel Tree.  Normally our group total is near 200 children and the gender, age, size of clothing, and toys wanted are placed on the Angel.  See attached form that the group we are supporting fills out to give the information needed for shopping for the children.  Depending on the group we have adopted the first name may or may not be on the Angel.  The Angels are numbered and the numbers correspond with the number assigned to the child for tracking the gifts. Name tags are put on the gifts by Chapter 7 after the gifts are brought into the base.
We have adopted children recommended by the local police department; Weed and Seed Community Children;  Handicapped (physical and mental);  School district of underprivileged children; and last year we adopted Army Guardsmen children of deployed members from 5 armories in our state, plus any Air Guard children that we receive reports on that have a need.  We normally try to get all out names from the same source for that year.
Our gifts are brought in, and catalogued to insure that every child has gifts – if not we go shopping to be sure that all children have gifts, normally spending $ 40 - $50 per child. 

The Angel Tree is placed in the foyer at the unit October, November and December UTA.  We also collect money in the dinning facility during these 3 UTA’s (referred to as shaking the can for Operation Santa Claus).  We have a Operation Santa Claus checking account to provide for this project.  Monies collected are used to provide a Christmas party for a group that may or may not be the same group as the Angel Tree children.   Also this money is used to buy gifts for any children that are left on the tree, gifts do not come back in or we need to add to the gifts for the children.  

Gifts are delivered to the organization/group we are supporting to be given to the parents to give to the children at Christmas – Chapter 7 is not on the gifts in anyway this is “Santa Claus” for the parents to give to the children.

The Christmas party is always the 2nd Saturday in December.  Military members are in service dress and work hard to be sure that everyone has a good time. We provide color guard, posting of colors, Santa, music, food, the Christmas Story as told by one of our base chaplains, and entertainment (clowns, etc.) for the group.  The last thing to be given out at the party is the fruit bags as the party is over.  We provide fruit and candy bags for all attendee’s – normally we prepare 200 + bags depending on the number of participates we are expecting.  We have had parties for some of the Angel groups, VA Hospital Veterans, Handicapped children and adults etc.

For additional information on Operation Santa Claus/Angel Tree at Chapter 7, you may contact the chapter president, CMSgt Janice Richardson at Janice.Richardson@ncchar.ang.af.mil or any other board member of Chapter 7.

Operation Angel Tree

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The North Carolina Air Guard has agreed to help provide Christmas for your family.  This is a joint community project with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department.  The Air Guard has been involved with this project for a number of years.

Each year during October the Guard sets up a “Christmas Wish Tree” and will place the wishes of your child or children on the tree (no names are used).  The Guard places on the tree any wishes your child(ren) may have for clothes and/or toys.  The Guard will serve any of your children under the age of 18.

In order to start planning for the “Christmas Wish Tree” the Guard needs to have the information below back from you by 1 October 2003.  The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department in your area will be collecting the information.

The gifts are traditionally delivered the week prior to Christmas sometime between the 20th and the 24th of December.

In order to participate in this program, the Guard needs for you to list the following information about yourself and your child(ren)’s wishes for Christmas:

Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

Telephone Number where parent/guardian can be reached:


Day: __________________________

 
Night: _________________________

Please fill out information below for each child under the age of 18:

1.  Child’s Name:  ________________________________

Sex: _________

Age: __________

Grade: __________

Clothes needed by child:
___________ Shoes (put size)




___________ Shirt (put size)




___________ Pants (put size)




___________ Dress (put size)




___________ Underwear ( put size)




___________ Coat (put size)

Toys my child would like (Please specify):

2.  Child’s Name:  ________________________________

Sex: _________

Age: __________

Grade: __________

Clothes needed by child:
___________ Shoes (put size)




___________ Shirt (put size)




___________ Pants (put size)




___________ Dress (put size)




___________ Underwear ( put size)




___________ Coat (put size)

Toys my child would like (Please specify):

3.  Child’s Name:  ________________________________

Sex: _________

Age: __________

Grade: __________

Clothes needed by child:
___________ Shoes (put size)




___________ Shirt (put size)




___________ Pants (put size)




___________ Dress (put size)




___________ Underwear ( put size)




___________ Coat (put size)

Toys my child would like (Please specify):

