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	AIR NATIONAL GUARD

NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER ACADEMY GRADUATE ASSOCIATION

	CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT (RETIRED) ARTHUR H.  HAFNER  III



	Chief Hafner retired in September 2003, after serving for three years as the ninth Commandant of the Air National Guard Noncommissioned Officer Academy, McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base, Knoxville, Tennessee.

Chief Hafner enlisted in the U. S. Army in February 1966, and served as a combat engineer, including 16 months with the 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Infantry Division in Vietnam.  He left active duty in January 1969, and served the remainder of his six year commitment in the Army Reserve.  After graduating from college, he taught mathematics and coached boys’ and girls’ basketball in Blount County, Tennessee for six years.  Chief Hafner enlisted in the 134th Air Refueling Group, Tennessee Air National Guard in February 1977, served as a traditional information manager and training NCO for a year, then as a command and control technician for six years.  He returned to active duty as an NCO Academy and Leadership School instructor at the ANG I. G. Brown Professional Military Education Center.  After seven years as an instructor and department chair, Chief Hafner served nine years at the Air National Guard Readiness Center, Andrews AFB, Maryland, as Chief of Enlisted Policy and Programs and as Superintendent of the Education Branch.  Chief Hafner was selected for the “best job in the Air Force” and assumed the Commandant’s position in April 2000.
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EDUCATION

1964 – Monterey High School, Lubbock, Texas

1966 – U. S. Army Leadership Orientation Course, Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri

1972 – Bachelor of Arts in Education, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee

1982 – ANG NCO Academy—Distinguished Graduate, Academic Achievement Award

1984 – USAF Academic Instructor School, Maxwell AFB, AL

1988 – USAF Senior NCO Academy, Maxwell AFB, AL—Distinguished Graduate

ASSIGNMENTS

1. February – October 1966:  Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri; basic training and advanced individual training (combat engineer)

2. October 1966 – February 1968:  Combat Engineer, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Infantry Division, Vietnam

3. February – June 1968:  Hospitals at Camp Zama, Japan, and Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri

4. June 1968 – January 1969:  Company Clerk, 5th Engineer Battalion, Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri

5. January 1969 – February 1972:  U. S. Army Reserve

6. January 1977 – February 1978:  Administration Supervisor and Training NCO, 134th Civil Engineering Squadron, 134th Air Refueling Group, Tennessee ANG

7. February 1978 – January 1984:  Command and Control Technician, 134 ARG

8. January 1984 – March 1991:  Instructor and Chief, Military Studies Branch & Chief, Communication Skills Branch, ANG NCO Academy and Leadership School, McGhee Tyson ANGB, Tennessee

9. March 1991 – September 1992: Chief, Enlisted Policy and Programs, Personnel Directorate, ANG Readiness Center, Andrews AFB, Maryland

10. September 1992 – April 2000:  Superintendent, Education Branch, ANGRC

11. April 2000 – July 2003:  Commandant, ANG NCO Academy

MAJOR AWARDS ANG DECORATIONS

Purple Heart

Meritorious Service Medal (2 OLC)

Air Force Commendation Medal (1 OLC)

Army Commendation Medal 

Air Force Achievement Medal (1 OLC)

Tennessee Commendation Ribbon

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

2003 – National Guard Bureau Eagle Award

2000 – National Guard Bureau Minuteman Award

1988 – Master Instructor certification

1987 – Outstanding Instructor of the Year, ANG NCO Academy

1986 – Outstanding Instructor of the Year, ANG  I. G. Brown Professional Military Education Center

1962 – Eagle Scout

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS

Air Force Association

Air Force Sergeants Association

Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States

ANG NCO Academy Graduate Association

Society of the First Infantry Division

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

Disabled American Veterans

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

Private, E-1


February 1966

Private, E-2


May 1966

Private First Class

July 1966

Specialist Four

January 1967

Specialist Five


November 1968

Staff Sergeant


15 January 1977

Technical Sergeant

5 November 1980

Master Sergeant

31 December 1984

Senior Master Sergeant
11 May 1988

Chief Master Sergeant

1 May 1991
